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Dear Examiner Menon, 

Attached are the issues/points we wish to discuss in the interview. We would appreciate it if you 
could meet with us at your office, on Wednesday April 28, 2004, at '3:00 p.m., to discuss the attached 
issues/points. 

We would also greatly appreciate the presence of the SPE at the meeting, if possible. 
Please let us know if the selected time and date would be convenient for you and the SPE. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 



THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS MESSAGE IS CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION INTENDED ONLY 
FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED. This message may also be an 
attorney/client communication which is privileged and confidential. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or the 
employee or agent responsible to deliver it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by calling us 
collect and return the original message to us at the above address by mail. Thank you. 
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* U.S. Patent Application No. 09/996,505 Unofficial 
Interview with Examiner Menon dated April 28, 2004 

• Polak et al. only describes a mixture of MGP and SZC, and not layers. (The 
Examiner, in the Office Action indicates that Polak et al. does not disclose layers 
comprising SZC). 

• Polak et al. does not teach or suggest the use of ZrP with SZC. Moreover, a blend or 
mixture of ZrP with SZC will cause high level of phosphate leakage and rapid 
uncontrolled reaction that produces CO2 gas. Therefore, one skilled m the art would 
not substitute the MGP of Polak et al. with ZrP. 

• Polak et al. discourages the use of ZrP due to its disadvantages mentioned at col. 3, 
lines 1 1-36 and col 4, lines 38-48 of Polack et al. 

• No motivation in the cited references exists to teplace the HZO of the REDY 
cartridge with SZC. 

• The order of layers needed in some of the claims is not taught or suggested in the 
cited art. The Examiner is inappropriately relying on the present application to argue 
the rejection. 

• The SZC and the ZrP layers of the claimed invention preferably function to adjust the 
Na and bicarbonate of the regenerated dialysate; however, the zirconium carbonate 
in Potts is not used as an ion-exchange material,, instead it is used as a precipitating 
agent. 

• The zirconium carbonate in Potts is a soluble salt; therefore, it cannot form a layer in 
a sorbent cartridge. 

• Polak et al. teaches away from Maxantz et al. by replacing the ZrP with MGP. 
Therefore, the two references are not combinable. 

• Tawil et al. describes a ZrP having a grain size of at least 30 microns. Polak et al. 
teaches away from using ZrP by replacing the ZrP with MGP. 
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